VIA     DOLOROSA

Roman power which could not endure so rebellious
and peculiar a people within the Empire, he said that
there would be great tribulation, such as was not since
the beginning of the world to that time, no, nor ever
should be. It was then impossible to foresee how
atrocious the persecution of the Jews would be for the
next two thousand years. Roman persecutions were
cruel, and when the Senate under Tiberius exiled to
Sardinia four thousand freed men " infected with the
Jewish superstition ", the comment was added that
if they all died there owing to the unhealthy climate,
it would be a cheap loss (vile damnun}^ But for per-
sistent cruelty, scorn, and exclusion from the comforts
and pleasures of life, the Christians have far surpassed
every torment that pagan Rome could devise, and up
to the present year there has been no relaxation of
Christian barbarity. The wonder is that, scattered
in every nation, and powerless to resist every wrong,
Jews survive as a separate people. In thinking that
survival miraculous, Jews and Christians agree.

As I approached the city walls, I was met by a small
party of Jews carrying in their midst two huge scrolls
of the Law, which they were transferring from one
synagogue to another, shouting, leaping, and dancing
in front of the scrolls as they went. Certainly it
seemed miraculous to me that they should be main-
taining a form of religion so much older than any
other form now existing, except perhaps among
savages, and that they should still be rejoicing in the
traditional worship of the five ancient Books of Moses,
which are the Law. But there was nothing strange
in their perpetual opposition to one of their own race
who said he had come to fulfil the Law, and yet
absolved them for disregarding many important points

1 Tacitus, Annals, II, 85.
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